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TAGS: PDIP, PN 

SUBJECT: SIGNING CEREMONY FOR PANAMA CANAL TREATY 

REF: STATE 198648 

1 . I ASKED FONSEC ROEL THIS MORNING, AUGUST 22, ON AN 
INFORMAL AND TENTATIVE BASIS WHETHER, IF ARRANGEMENTS 
WERE MADE FOR THE SIGNING OF THE PANAMA CANAL TREATY IN 
WASHINGTON, PRESIDENT LOPEZ PORTILLO WOULD ACCEPT AN 
INVITATION TO COME TO WASHINGTON FOR A ONE-DAY CEREMONY 
IN CONNECTION WITH THE SIGNATURE. 

2. ROEL SAID HE WOULD CONSULT THE PRESIDENT AND LET ME 
KNOW. HOWEVER, HE ADDED THAT HE DID NOT FIND IT A VERY 
ATTRACTIVE IDEA. IN EXPLANATION HE REMARKED THAT HE HAD 
NOT LIKED THE BOGOTA MEETING OF CHIEFS OF STATE IN 
GENERAL AND THAT VENEZUELAN PRESIDENT CARLOS ANDRES PEREZ 
IN PARTICULAR REPRESENTED A PROBLEM. THOMPSON 
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